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702 NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

If the collecting bank undertakes to transmit notices of protest to other 
parties besides its immediate indorser, although this may be some evi- 
dence of an agreement to notify all the indorsers, it is not sufficient 
evidence of such an agreement, in the absence of proof of custom or 
usage : Id. 
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Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Supreme Court of Judica- 
ture of the State of Indiana, with Tables of Cases and Principal Matters. By 
Michael Kerr, Official Reporter. Vol. XXI., containing the cases decided at 
the November Term, 1863, together with certain Cases decided at previous 
terms, and held over on petition for rehearing and otherwise. Indianapolis, 
Indiana: H. H. Dodd & Co., 1864. 

This is a long title, but it is the shortest way to describe the contents 
of the book. We have read considerable portions of the volume with a 
good deal of interest, and especially the cases of Skeen vs. Monheimer and 
Griffin vs. Wilcox, where the right to discharge prisoners held in custody 
by provost marshals, under the command of a superior military officer, 
upon habeas corpus issuing from a judge of the state courts, is discussed 
at length and maintained. It is here decided that the Act of Congress 
of March 3d, 1863, assuming to indemnify officers for such arrest, is 
unconstitutional. This involves the question of the right, under the 
Constitution of the United States, to suspend the writ of habeas corpus in 
the state courts, in time of civil war, so far as the states not in revolt are 
concerned. It is certainly a question which no good lawyer or far-seeing 
statesman can contemplate without a deep and solemn feeling of awe, in 
consideration of its momentous bearing upon the interests of civil liberty 
throughout the world. It is only the rash and inexperienced who can 
approach such a question with an air of levity and unconcern. 

It has always seemed to us that the magnitude and the delicacy, not 
to say perplexity, of this question has not been fully appreciated by most 
of those who have espoused either side of it. It is not our purpose here 
certainly to examine that question. But we think ho fair-minded man 
can fail to feel a deep interest in examining the opinions of Mr. Justice 
Perkins in these cases. 

There are many other cases of importance in the volume, such as The 
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Indiana Central Railway vs. Mundy, where the liability of the company 
for the negligence of its employees in the transportation of passengers 
upon free tickets, with the following condition annexed to the ticket, 
" It is agreed that the person accepting this ticket, assumes all risk of 
personal injury, and loss or damage to property, while using the same on 
the trains of the company," is considered ; and the rule declares that the 
contract, evidenced by the ticket, does not cast upon the holder any risks 
arising from any negligence of the servants of the company in running 
the trains. It is a question of importance, and not free from difficulty. 
We believe the rule above declared, is a salutary one on the ground of 
policy merely; but we should probably have felt compelled to annex some 
qualifications, which are not distinctly brought out in the opinion, although 
fairly enough implied probably. 

The case of The City of Madison vs. Whitney, where the rights, duties, 
and liabilities of stockholders in banks, in regard to taxation, together 
with the right to tax United States stocks, is extensively considered, 
involves questions of great importance and magnitude. The case of Bell 
vs. Cafferty discusses the question of the rights and duties of the vendor 
and vendee of personal property, where payment of the price is made in 
forged promissory notes indorsed by the vendee. 

There are many other valuable cases in this volume, but we could not 
here notice them. The volume is one of more than ordinary value, and 
is prepared with great labor and fidelity by Mr. Kebr, the reporter. We 
make no question it will be in large demand in other states. 

I. F. E. 

Precedents of American Neutrality, in reply to the Speech of Sir Rotjndell 
Palmer, Attorney-General of England, in the British House of Commons, May 
13th, 1864. By George Bemis. Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1864. 8vo. 
Paper ; pp. 83. 

The cases of rebel armed vessels fitted out in English ports, (unfortu- 
nately becoming numerous), are of the highest legal and political interest, 
and must at no very remote day become of practical national importance. 
Any information, therefore, that comes to us in an authentic form in re- 
gard to the cases themselves, or the arguments bearing upon them, is of the 
utmost value. The present review is exceedingly well timed. The author 
states that it is mainly intended for Englishmen, at the same time adding 
that he is " well aware that it is a thankless task to endeavor to enlighten or 
persuade most Englishmen of rank or station, as to the law or the morality 
of our struggle." Had he desired to make his statement strongly, he 



